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There was no objection. 

f 

PERMISSION FOR MEMBER TO 
INSERT EXTRANEOUS MATERIAL 

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the gentleman 
from Wisconsin (Mr. RYAN) be author-
ized to insert extraneous material in 
the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina? 

There was no objection. 

f 

JOBS AND ENERGY 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, my con-
stituents are outraged by the lack of 
leadership coming from this adminis-
tration and Senate Democrats. 

Last night, the President came here 
and talked about working with any 
projects that would put Americans to 
work. Well, Mr. Speaker, House Repub-
licans have passed 27 bipartisan bills 
that help job creation, and the Senate 
Democrats refuse to take action on 
them. 

We also gave the President a bill that 
creates over 20,000 jobs associated with 
the Keystone XL pipeline—a project 
that not only creates jobs but reduces 
energy costs and leads us to independ-
ence from Middle Eastern oil. But 
President Obama has once again put 
politics first and has halted the Key-
stone project. Even one of the Presi-
dent’s strongest allies, the unions, 
have said that the President is wrong 
on this issue. 

Mr. Speaker, it is clear that, in an ef-
fort to save his job, the President is 
willing to sacrifice the jobs and energy 
security for Americans that Keystone 
will create. The President keeps asking 
for blank checks so he can do more 
failed stimulus projects or play venture 
capitalist with companies like 
Solyndra. 

House Republicans will continue our 
progress in crafting and passing bipar-
tisan legislation like the 27 jobs bills 
that await action in the Senate. Re-
publicans will continue to create an en-
vironment in which businesses can 
grow and create jobs, and we will con-
tinue to work to reduce our dependence 
on Middle Eastern oil. 
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HONORING THE SERVICE AND 
DEDICATION OF STEVE PERKINS 
TO THE U.S. HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. We just 
saw a very moving ceremony to ac-
knowledge our dear friend and col-
league, and again, I offer my apprecia-
tion of her service. But in the course, 
we mentioned her staff as well, and I 

wanted to make sure that I added my 
appreciation to Congresswoman GIF-
FORDS’ staff. 

That leads me to say that we depend 
upon the staffs of this House and our 
personal staffs and committee staffs. 
Not often do we get to know them per-
sonally. But I rise today to salute 
Steve Perkins, who will be retiring, 
and to thank him for his service to this 
august body. 

To each and every Member, remem-
ber that those who serve in this body 
do not recognize Democrat or Repub-
lican; what they recognize is the great 
service to America. 

Mr. Perkins has served this Congress 
with excellence, commitment, and 
dedication. He truly should be com-
mended and admired and respected for 
his service to the Nation. I wish him 
well in his retirement, with his family, 
his children, and his grandchildren, and 
I know that he will continue to be a 
very special person in the hearts of all 
of us. 

Steve Perkins, we thank you for your 
service. Thank you for letting us know 
how much you care about this institu-
tion, how much you care about us. Let 
me say we care about you. Thank you 
for your service to this Nation and to 
this great body, the House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of 
America. 

f 

KENNETH GUETZKE—FRENCH 
LEGION OF HONOR 

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. I rise today to honor 
Lieutenant Colonel Kenneth Guetzke, a 
World War II veteran from Eden Prai-
rie, Minnesota, one of my constituents 
who landed at Omaha Beach on D-day 
and who went on to fight at the Battle 
of the Bulge. He later was awarded and 
received both the Purple Heart and the 
Bronze Star for his service. 

During the battle to liberate occu-
pied France, Lieutenant Colonel 
Guetzke’s mission was to protect some 
of Paris’ most famous landmarks—the 
Eiffel Tower, the Notre Dame Cathe-
dral, the Louvre, and the Arc de 
Triomphe—from being destroyed by re-
treating Nazi forces. Earlier this 
month, the people of France formally 
thanked Lieutenant Colonel Guetzke, 
and awarded him the Chevalier of the 
French Legion of Honor. 

I want to thank Lieutenant Colonel 
Guetzke for his exemplary service, and 
I also want to congratulate him on re-
ceiving France’s highest honor. 

f 

RESIGNATION FROM THE HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion from the House of Representa-
tives: 

JANUARY 25, 2012. 
Hon. JOHN BOEHNER, 
Speaker of the House, The Capitol, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER BOEHNER: In 2001, strongly 
holding the belief that there is no higher 
calling than serving my country, I went from 
selling tires in my Tucson family business to 
being a freshman representative in the Ari-
zona State House. And for 10 years I served— 
in the Arizona legislature, in the United 
States Congress, and, after marrying Mark, 
as a proud military spouse. Always I fought 
for what I thought was right. But never did 
I question the character of those with whom 
I disagreed. Never did I let pass an oppor-
tunity to join hands with someone just be-
cause he or she held different ideals. 

In public service, I found a venue for my 
pursuit of a stronger America—by ensuring 
the safety and security of all Americans, by 
producing clean energy here at home instead 
of importing oil from abroad, and by hon-
oring our brave men and women in uniform 
with the benefits they earned. I found a way 
to care for others. And in the past year, I 
have found a value that is unbreakable even 
by the most vicious of attacks. 

The tragic January 8th shooting in Tucson 
took the lives of six beautiful Americans and 
wounded 13 others, me included. Not a day 
goes by that I don’t feel grief for the lives 
lost and so many others torn apart. Chris-
tina-Taylor Green, Dorothy Morris, John 
Roll, Phyllis Schneck, Dorwan Stoddard, and 
Gabe Zimmerman embodied the best of 
America. Each in their own way, they com-
mitted their lives to serving their families, 
community and country, and they died per-
forming a basic but important act of citizen-
ship that’s at the heart of our greatness as a 
nation. They will be remembered always by 
their country and by their Congress. 

I don’t remember much from that terrible 
day, but I have never forgotten my constitu-
ents, my colleagues, or the millions of Amer-
icans with whom I share great hopes for this 
nation. To all of them: Thank you for your 
prayers, your cards, your well wishes, and 
your support. And even as I have worked to 
regain my speech, thank you for your faith 
in my ability to be your voice. 

The only way I ever served my district in 
Congress was by giving 100 percent. This past 
year, that’s what I have given to my recov-
ery. Thank you for your patience. From my 
first steps and first words after being shot to 
my current physical and speech therapy, I 
have given all of myself to being able to 
walk back onto the House floor this year to 
represent Arizona’s 8th Congressional Dis-
trict. However, today I know that now is not 
the time. I have more work to do on my re-
covery before I can again serve in elected of-
fice. 

This past year my colleagues and staff 
have worked to make sure my constituents 
were represented in Congress. But if I can’t 
return, my district deserves to elect a U.S. 
Representative who can give 100 percent to 
the job now. For that reason, I have sub-
mitted the attached letter of resignation to 
Arizona Governor Jan Brewer. 

Amid all that was lost on January 8th, 
there was also hope and faith. This past year, 
it is what I have often clung to: Hope that 
our government can represent the best of a 
nation, not the worst. Faith that Americans 
working together—in their communities, in 
our Congress—can succeed without qualifica-
tion. Hope and faith that even as we are set 
back by tragedy or profound disagreement, 
in the end we come together as Americans to 
set a course toward greatness. 
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